yet not physically as separate from existing cities as the British New Towns. The third phase has been highlighted by a fundamental reappraisal of post-War planning and building techniques accompanied by harsh criticism of some of the achievements of the previous phase of urban development (Hajdu 1979) . A more detailed explanation of phases two and three is warranted so that the significance of the Wulfen project becomes apparent.
It became obvious by the mid-1950's that the rebuilding of the existing urban fabric would be insufficient to accommo date the increasing urban population.
The return of economic expansion and the need to house over 10 million refugees from the territories lost to Poland and the Soviet Union, as well as the steady stream leaving the German Democratic Republic, meant that physical expansion of urban areas had to be contemplated (Mellor 1978, pp. 151-154) . Some of this took the form of spontaneous detached house-type urban fringe growth sanctioned by lenient municipal councils. However, the absolute scarcity of potential urban land in West Germany, as well as the traditional German sensitivity to landscape harmony quickly led to a fear that a Zersiedlung der Landschaft would occur, i.e., the creation of a formless landscape having neither the urbanity of a city, nor the harmony of the traditional German rural scene (Haider 1974 writes of the desolation (Trostlosigkeit) of these new urban areas with their bleak building facades and standardized inflexibily designed flats (Greger 1973 , p. 23), Bahrdt (1973 deplores the weakness of the sense of community, and Heil (1974) comments on the socio-economic problems caused by the intentional or unintentional mono-functional nature of these urban precincts. The high-rise facades supposedly give the new precincts an urban quality, whereas the extensive landscaping and green spaces give a sense of the garden city. However, Greger (1973, p. 38) amenity type which could not be adapted to the changed needs of residents as their children left home or they aged (Kob et al. 1972 , Schaffer 1968 (Hester 1975, p. 20) . Its value depends on the ability of the resident to identify with it, which in turn will be a function of its design and its ability to meed the needs of its users.
The field research of the German social geographers mentioned earlier all pointed to weaknesses of design, layout and environmental insensitivity which made the general level hoods are based on both differences in siting and landscaping as well as the differences in the mix of residential densities and home types.
The table which follows summarizes the gradation of home types and vertical and horizontal dwelling unit densities (Table 1) . Two points should be noted from this The second highest floor consists of a number of apartments with timbered external walls. These sit on the lower structure of Habiflex as if they were separate bungalow houses (Photo 5). The effect of its varied surfaces and irregular facades is to
give each home unit a stronger identity than is the case in most conventional high-rise apartment blocks. The internal walls are made of leightweight elements whose position can be changed at will. This applies also to the wood and glass elements of the balcony, so that, for example, the balcony can be added to the living area in winter. As the family situation changes or new tenants arrive, the total space of the home unit can be redivided to suit the needs of the new residents, e. g., the area of living space can be decreased to create more bedrooms, or vice versa. The flexibility of space usage in these buildings has been seen as opening up major possibilities for change in the urban environment of the European city (Die Welt, 15 May, 1975 
